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Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2022

Refusal to Deal or Negotiate with Respect to Vessel 

Space Accommodations 

• Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

• Allows Proposed Changes to the Rule 

• 45-Day Notice and Comment Period 



Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 2022

Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking:

(1) Define an unreasonable by stating a general principle and a list of 

examples of unreasonable conduct; 

(2) Establish the elements for a refusal of cargo space accommodations;

(3) Revise the definition of transportation factors to focus on 

operational considerations; 

(4) Clarify that vessel space services are included in the definition of 

vessel space accommodations and add a definition for cargo space 
accommodations; 

(5) Define documented export policy and add mandatory documented 

export policy requirements; and 

(6) Remove the voluntary certification provision.



FMC Enforcement Efforts 

Enforcement Program and Private 
Complaints 

• Earliest Return Dates 

• Appointment Availability

• Merchant Clause

     Review of Internal Enforcement Process 



FMC Agreement Review Process

HR 2710 – Ocean Shipping Competition 
Enforcement Act 

• Streamlined Process for FMC Review of 
Carrier and MTO Agreements  

• Allow the FMC to Determine Whether 
Agreements are Substantially Anti-
Competitive



Contact:

Max M. Vekich

Commissioner

mvekich@fmc.gov, or 

Cory Cinque 

Counsel to Commissioner Vekich

ccinque@fmc.gov 

Questions?

mailto:mvekich@fmc.gov
mailto:ccinque@fmc.gov
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