
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 11, 2022 
 
The Honorable Members        The Honorable Members 
Assembly Committee on Agriculture        Assembly Select Committee on Ports & Goods Movement 
1020 N Street, Room 362        1315 10th St, Room 4202 
Sacramento, CA 95814         Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: Port of Oakland’s Role in Agriculture Exports 
 
Members of the Assembly Committee on Agriculture & the Assembly Select Committee On 
Ports and Goods Movement: 
 
Thank you for your dedication to addressing the ongoing port crisis in the state, particularly as it 
relates to our ability to facilitate the vital flow of agriculture exports.  
 
Currently, the Oakland seaport loads and discharges more than 99% of the containerized goods 
moving through Northern California and is the preferred export gateway for many of California’s 
largest agricultural exporters and producers of refrigerated proteins. As key maritime, 
transportation, and logistics stakeholders who are essential to cargo movement on the West 
Coast, we urgently call your attention to current actions which threaten the long-and short-term 
viability of maritime activity at the Port of Oakland.   
 
In January 2022, the Port of Oakland and the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced a partnership to ease congested ports and supply chain issues through a 25-acre 
pop-up site at Howard Terminal, dedicated to filling empty shipping containers with commodities 
like soybeans, dairy, nuts, fruit, and more.  
 



This initiative demonstrates Howard Terminal’s crucial role in ensuring the Port of Oakland’s 
long-term success and viability, and its capacity to continue operating as a key gear in the 
movement of agricultural goods throughout Northern California. 
 
Many leaders on the issue of port congestion have commented on how valuable this new pop-
up site at Howard Terminal will be for agricultural exports in California: 
 

“This creative partnership with USDA and the Port of Oakland will help American farmers 
and agricultural producers move their product to market while also making better use of 
empty containers that are causing congestion at the ports.” – U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg  
 
“This partnership with the Port of Oakland builds on our aggressive approach to 
addressing challenges within the supply chain and sends a strong signal that we are 
committed to working across the administration and with state, local and private partners 
to mitigate complex port capacity and congestion issues and to keep American 
agriculture on the move.” – U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
 
“As a major hub for the export of California’s and America’s fresh fruits, nuts, dairy and 
frozen proteins, we appreciate the administration’s efforts to ease shipping delays and 
costs for agricultural exporters. We’re in complete lockstep with the USDA on this issue, 
and we’re gratified by their willingness to work with us on behalf of Oakland’s export 
customers.” – Port of Oakland Executive Director Danny Wan 
 

However, despite these acknowledgments of Howard Terminal’s usefulness, the Port of 
Oakland is planning to terminate all port operations at Howard Terminal, including this 
agricultural export initiative. Since 2018, the Port has been working to develop a new ballpark, 
offices, and luxury condos on port land at Howard Terminal, despite its role and active use for 
cargo staging to maintain more efficient port operations and keep thousands of trucks off city 
streets. 
 
Once this valuable industrial port land is lost to an entertainment venue, offices and luxury 
condos, it cannot be reclaimed. While port stakeholders have been attempting to work with the 
Port of Oakland to ensure that any proposed development would not harm operations at the 
waterfront, as the project stands now, this key asset would be lost and not replaced by any 
other property at the Port of Oakland – and eliminating the ability to keep our exports moving. 
 
As you continue working towards a solution to today’s supply chain challenges, please keep in 
mind the ongoing efforts to replace this valuable port land with activity that is incompatible with a 
24/7 working port. It is imperative that Howard Terminal and the Port of Oakland remain 
designated for port priority use to relieve agricultural export congestion across Northern 
California and the state.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Manuel Cunha, Jr., President 
Nisei Farmers League 
 
Timothy A. Johnson, 
President/CEO 
California Rice Commission 

Matt Schrap, CEO 
Harbor Trucking Association 
 
Ian LeMay, President 
California Fresh Fruit 
Association 

Will Scott, Jr., President 
African American Farmers of California 
 
Richard Matoian, President 
American Pistachio Growers 
 



 
Mike Montna, President/CEO 
California Tomato Growers 
Association 
 
Tricia Stever-Blattler 
Executive Director 
Tulare County Farm Bureau 
 
Evey Hwang, President 
Customs Brokers and 
Forwarders Association of 
Northern California 

 
Casey Creamer, President 
California Citrus Mutual 
 
 
Chris Valadez, President 
Grower-Shipper Association 
of Central California 
 
Eduardo Acosta, President 
Pacific Coast Council of 
Customs Brokers and 
Freight Forwarders 
Association 
 

 
Pamela Graviet, Senior Marketing 
Director International 
California Walnut Commission 
 
Shawn Yadon, CEO 
California Trucking Association  
 
 
Peter Friedmann, Executive Director 
Agriculture Transportation Coalition 

 
CC: The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor, State of California 
 Toks Omishakin, Secretary, California State Transportation Agency 
 Karen Ross, Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 
 Members, Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
 

 


